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Re: COVID-19 Precautions 
March 16, 2020 
 

The Western District Library is determined to protect the health and safety of the people we serve, 
including the communities of Orion, Lynn Center, Andover, Osco, our rural residents, and beyond. We 
are following the recommendations of government agencies and authorities. We are paying attention to, 
and communicating with, our community partners, including the Orion School District. 
 

We are sad to announce that the Western District Library will close from March 17 – March 30. 
 

We have made this difficult decision in order to protect our patrons, our staff, and ultimately to do our 
part to discourage the spread of infection in our community. Even though we are a small town, many of 
our residents have connections to other large communities. This is also in line with recommendations 
from the CDC and the White House, who have strongly discouraged gatherings of 10 people or more in 
public or private areas. This comes at the heels of Friday’s announcement from the IL Governor, who 
ordered that all schools be closed for the next two weeks. 
 

Due to our closure, we will be stopping all patron services and programs. We are working with RAILS, 
who manages our materials delivery from library to library, and PrairieCat, who manages our library 
database. They are taking steps to ensure that all patrons, affected by libraries that need to close, have 
reasonable due dates and will not be fined for the possessing library materials during this time. 
 

While we are closed, we strongly encourage that patrons visit the E-Resources page on our website: 
www.westerndistrictlibrary.org/e-resources. Here you can explore the library’s electronic resources for 
books, audiobooks, and music, including Overdrive, eRead Illinois, Freegal, and Biblioboard, all of which 
you can access with your library card or simply within Illinois. Library staff will add more resources in 
the next few days. 
 

In the meantime, we hope that these measures will help protect the community against the spread of the 
coronavirus. If you are interested in learning more about COVID-19, and how to protect yourself and 
others, please refer information from the CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to me, the Library Director, at 
director@orionlib.org, or leave a comment on our website. We hope to see you very soon, healthy and 
well. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jennifer Ryder 
Library Director 
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